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Changes to Organic Rules 
The National Organic Program (NOP) has finalized changes to the rules 
for organic livestock and poultry. 

The new rules are intended to meet consumer expectations and to set 
clear standards that lead to consistency for producers and certifiers. 
The rule covers general healthcare practices, physical alterations, living 
conditions, and animal handling for transport and slaughter. 

Producers will have until January 2, 2025 to comply with the new rules, 
with a few exceptions: 
 All poultry operations certified by January 2, 2025 have until 
January 2, 2029 to comply with outdoor stocking density and 
soil/vegetation requirements and exit doors. 
 Broiler operations certified by January 2, 2025 have until January 
2, 2029 to comply with indoor stocking density requirements. 

We are providing this summary for producers to review and begin to 
make the changes necessary to comply with the new standards. 

In general, current rules stay in effect unless otherwise noted. Many of 
the items in the final rule are consistent with current OEFFA policies. 

Healthcare Practices 
 Feed ration must meet nutritional requirements of animals. 
 A comprehensive plan is required to minimize internal parasites, 
including prevention, management, monitoring, and emergency 
measures. Parasiticides can now explicitly be used on fiber animals. 
 Performance of surgical procedures must minimize pain, stress, 
and suffering using appropriate medications and personnel training. 
 Recording problems and treatments for injured and sick animals 
in health care records is required. 
 Lameness must be monitored, treated, and causes mitigated. 
 Allowed and restricted medications can be used to alleviate pain 
and suffering in addition to treating illness. 
 When allowed and restricted medications are insufficient, 
prohibited medications should be used to restore health (but animals 
and their products lose organic status). 
Prohibits hormone use for reproducƟon and growth promoƟon. 
 

Euthanasia added to the rule: 
 Requires written plans for prompt, humane euthanasia for sick and 

injured livestock. 
 Prohibits suffocation, blows to the head, and neck crushing. 

 
The operator must examine an animal to be sure it has expired. 

Physical Alterations 
 
Physical alterations may continue to be performed for animal welfare, 
identification, and safety.  In addition to minimizing pain and stress, 
physical alterations must be performed at a young age for the species and 
by a person competent to minimize pain and suffering. 
 
Specific practices that will be prohibited: 

Cattle: tail docking; wattling; face branding  
 

Poultry: de-beaking; de-snooding; caponization; dubbing; toe 
trimming of chickens; toe clipping of turkeys (unless with infrared at 
hatchery); beak trimming after 10 days of age 

Hogs: needle teeth trimming limited to top 1/3 of the tooth and may 
only be performed if other methods to prevent injury failed; tail 
docking is also restricted to situations where other methods to 
prevent injury failed 

Sheep: mulesing; tail docking shorter than the distal end of the 
caudal fold 

Living Conditions for Mammals 
Though the proposed rule does not specify stocking densities for 
mammals, cages are prohibited and all animals must be able to lie 
down fully, turn around, stand up, fully stretch their limbs, and 
express normal patterns of behavior. 
 

Housing must have appropriate temperature, ventilation, and 
circulation and must reduce the potential for injury to animals. 

 
Housing with stalls must have enough stalls to provide for natural 
behaviors. Animals are no longer required to be able to feed all at 
once as long as there isn't competition for feed and they maintain 
good body condition. 

 

 



Housing, pens, runs, equipment, and utensils must be cleaned and 
disinfected to prevent cross infection and build-up of disease-
carrying organisms. 

 
The new rule further defines what outdoor access means and 

requires that outdoor spaces with soil have vegetation 
appropriate to the season, climate, species, and stage of life. 

 
Animals may not be confined to observe estrus.  They can only be 

confined long enough to perform natural or artificial insemination, 
not to verify pregnancy. 

 
Finally, the changes clarify that 4H/FFA facilities do not have to be 

certified for animals to retain organic status as long as they 
remain under organic management during these events. Animals 
sold at other non-certified facilities (such as auction barns) lose 
their organic status. 

Ruminants: 
• The milk from a cow being treated with a substance that requires 

a withholding period may be fed to a calf. 
• Individual pens are only allowed until weaning (no longer than 6 

months), after which group housing is required. 
• Calves must be able to see, smell, and hear other animals. 
• The one-week confinement currently allowed at dry off may only 

be from pasture, not from the outdoors. 
• Tie stall barns are specifically allowed by the rule. Animals housed 

in tie-stalls must have outdoor access like all other organic 
animals and must have time out of the stall each day, even when 
temporarily confined. 

 

Swine: 
• Swine must be group housed, except: 
• sows at farrowing and during suckling 
• boars 
• those with multiple documented instances of aggression 
• during recovery from illness 
• Piglets must not be on flat decks or in piglet cages. 
• Rooting materials must be provided.  While toys are useful for 

enrichment, they do not take the place of materials such as 
bedding or soil. 

• Exercise areas must permit rooting, indoors and out, even 
during temporary confinement 

Living Conditions for Poultry 
 

Stocking densities are described in pounds of bird per square foot or 
square feet per bird and are the same indoors as outdoors with 
exceptions for a few types of housing. 

Layers = 2.25 lbs. or 3 sq ft       Pullets = 3 lbs. or 1.7 sq ft  

Broilers = 5 lbs. or 2 sq ft 

Calculations are based on the area birds have access to at a given time. 
Animals are no longer required to be able to feed all at once as long as 
there isn’t competition for feed and nutritional needs are met. 
Exceptions for indoor stocking rates for layers: mobile or aviary housing 
(4.5 lbs. or 1.5 sq ft), slatted/mesh floor housing (3.75 lbs. or 1.8 sq ft), 
floor litter housing (3 lbs. or 2.2 sq ft). 

Required: 
 Ability to move freely, engage in natural behaviors, and stretch both 

wings simultaneously. 
 Access to dust bathing and scratch areas. 
 Dry litter (this includes a bedding material). 
 Six inches of perch per layer (rod or branch).  Birds must be able to 

grip perch with their feet. Floor slats are not considered perch 
space. 

 All birds must be able to perch at once (except in  
aviary housing, in which case 55% must be able to perch at the 
same time). 

 Flooring: mesh or slatted under drinking areas, slatted/mesh floors 
must have 15% minimum solid area available with litter to dust 
bathe without crowding (except mobile housing). 

 Housing, pens, runs, equipment, and utensils must be cleaned and 
disinfected to prevent cross infection and build-up of disease-
carrying organisms. 

 Direct sunlight. 
 

Prohibited: 

 Forced or induced molting. 
 Ammonia levels above 25 parts per million (ppm) indoors. When 

levels exceed 20 ppm, producers must implement a plan to reduce 
to below 20 ppm. Weekly monitoring at the height of birds is 
required. 

 Artificial light extending the day beyond 16 hours (lights must be 
lowered gradually). 
 

Outdoor access: 
 Must provide outdoor access at an early age to train birds to go out. 

 At least 75% of the outdoor access area must be soil, with 
vegetation appropriate for the season, climate, species, 
and stage of life. 

 Birds must have space to escape from predators and 
aggressive birds. 

 Must have shade available. 

Doors must be: 
 Distributed around the building to ensure all birds have 

ready outdoor access. 
 At least 1 linear foot of doorway per 360 birds. 

Temporary confinement allowed, if documented each time: 
 First 4 weeks of life for broilers. 
 First 16 weeks of life for pullets. 
 Until fully feathered for birds other than chickens. 
 Nest box training only until behavior is established (5 

weeks maximum). 
 Outside temperatures below 32 or above 90 for the part 

of day birds were confined (with documentation). 
 Avian Influenza (or similar diseases), but the threat alone 

is not enough to justify confinement. 
 4H or FFA events. 

Transportation 
Animals must be fit for transport: 
 Calves have dry navel cord and can walk on their own. 
 Animals that are unable to stand and walk on their own 

may not be transported. 

Transport: 
 Season-appropriate transport is required, including 

ventilation and protection from cold/heat. 
 Animals must be identified as organic during transport. 
 Bedding is required in trailers and pens as needed to 

keep animals clean, dry, and comfortable. 
 If animals will be on the trailer for more than 8 hours, the 

producer must have plans for how organic management 
and animal welfare will be maintained. 

 Must have plans in place to prevent and address 
problems that might happen in transport. 

 Shipping and/or receiving operations need to include 
transport plans in their OSP(s). 

 




